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Father Pellenier has been wniting on

Marian apparitions since 1952

T'\h book

finds him writing for the first time as a
witness of the appantions he describes
Three vears have gone into the writing of
I'he Queen of Proce Visits Medugorje. The
author spent much time and effort 10 be ac-
curate and 10 iIncorporate the most recemt
material into his books In keeping with this
established pattern, this book is not just a
reprint but 2 revision and an updating right
to the time of hes death Vanous comments,
enthusiastic as well as critical comments,
came from readers and their remarks have

led to changes. Father Pelletier
demnatory in his spoken words

- as nol con-

; accordingly

a change was made in one instance o

temper the thrust of his written

words

The Queen of Peace Visits Medugorje
leads the reader from the prophetic begin-
ning of the event in Rome in early May 1981
through the six different sites where Our
Lady has appeared. Six seers, four girls and
two boys. have bern involved in the appan

tions. Then in December 1982

Owr Lady

began 10 speak 10 a ten year old girl and
later, in March 1983, 10 another ten year old

girl, a close riend of the first

In the annals of Manan apparntions there
has never been the same sense of urgency n
the message of Owur Lady, nor such a rapsd
and widespread response 10 it She 1efls us
that time is running out on a sinful world.
The response from Medugorje has been a
tremendous movement of conversion and

from the world at large a flood «
 luding a large number of prie
and edified by the effect on the |

pdgnm'.
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decided 1o joun after graduation He his theobogic al train.
ing &t the Angelicam in Rome, was ordained in 1937 and was
assigned 1o work al Assumplion Cornduaie education at

Direcior o the college's
reconsiruction fund. In 1954 and 1955 he was sssociate pastor of 51,

The Sun Danced Ar Fatima was followed by several books on the
evenis at Garabandal The charsmarc renesal which was insgired
b Vatican Il bownd him in the forefront. Retremeni in 1974, once
b bt comclition hsd been stabiliced. gave him the cpportunin o
dirvote himuell entioely 10 his belord avoration. mote books,

privyer
Johin parsh, rrips 0o Medugorie and finally the present book — the
Lt ane completed but not the only one in progress, About Father
Joe's personaliny and his inner lde, Richard Brunelle, A_A., Superior

ol the Assumptionists a1 the College . made the holluowing remarks in
the buneral homiky

In one woy | quess we can say Fr. Jos was a simple man. He wos
capable of drraming big dreame, of harboring enormous hopes,
but alwoys the means he ook o achicue his goals were simple.

I befiewr the main reoson s that be wos gifted with o robust,
simple faith His trust in God. his love of the Blessed Virgin and
his confidence in her intercessory power, hin atrong joith in the
power of Jesus. all this rodicted around him. People were

other person was open to anything he sokd. 1§ wos olf guite disarm-
ing. You did mot know what io say in refurn. You just hod to listen
1o him.

Add 1o this o dogged determination which bordered on stub-
bornness. When he gave himself to something. he went all the
ﬂ_h“mhm&ﬂnﬂ“l“

He hod to hone his akills Btile by Fitle. He also
M“‘Fﬁ'#ﬂﬂmm*
profound theology, but oftention to detoil. When he finally
understood this, he decided his biggest effort would be to uncover
the outhentic. down io the last deioil. He poured unbelievable
energy imto his research in Manan apparitions. He travelied long
digtances 1o intereiee wirnesses. He guestioned uncsosingh, He
read ewerything he could put his hands on To him, that was a real
minsion_ It was something burning inssde of him_ something he
wae conpinced the Lord had put inde his beart. And like Tsiah, be
said, MHere | am, Lord. Send me.”

Fr. Jor was olso a loving person. There was nothing shauy
about It. In foct. he could casily gioe the opposite impression. He
aften sremed aloof, eoen cold. Sometimes one had o awaken him
Jrom his lirthe world to be noticed. But when ane confided in him.
H“ﬂ“fﬂﬂ“ﬂ!hﬂh
pray with people for any intention. He spent a lot of time counsell-
ing people. He eosily won their confidence and affection.

Finally, | dare say everyome recognized in Fr Joe a man of
prayer. Me spent many hours a day in proyer. The breviary and the
rosary were hin fovorites He loved Holy Scripure. He maeditoled o
ot on the rode of Mary n Chrisnan ife He never missed an oppor-
funity fo preach on Mary and to inoite prople o rectte the rosary
Jrequently.

These are the things thot are worth remembering and from
which we con drow inspiration Fr. Joe hod his weaknesses. But
he had his stremgths. These were founded on God's gifts, natural
and supernatural. Perhaps the words of the Gospel sum it up best:
‘Come to me. ol you who are weary and find life burdensome, and
I wifl refresh you, Toke my poke ppon pour shoulders and leorn
Jrom me. for | am gentle and humble of heart.” Fr. Joe believed
these words. He also lived them by bending his shoulder to many o
Burdened perpn

Father Joe has left his community and friemsds. so that be migh
experience the Vision of the Most Holy Trinity and abso of Our
Lady We feel sure that he will continee 1o give burdened people
the kind of suppor he shwsys gave them berawie that is one of the
main reasons hat he wvois his ook
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Do Not Fear, | Am Sending You My Mother

When Father Tomislav Viasic, O.F M. left the rectory of
St. Francis of Assisi in Capljina, Yugoslavia, on a spring day
of 1981, he undoubtedly did so with mixed feelings of
sadness and joyful expectation. For, he was going, as one of
the delegates from Croatia, o atiend the International
Leaders’ Conference of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
that was to take place in Rome from May fourth to the ninth.
He knew that meetings like this were the occasion of out-
pourings of God's Spirit. And he needed 1o be buoyed up. He
had recently resigned rom his own Franckcan council in
Herzegovina, saying: “No one can do anything about the
problems of the Church. All we can do is pray.”

Sa, it is not surprising that at the Conference he asked 1o
be prayed over for the healing of the Church. His prayer was
answered, bul cerainly not In any way that he could have
anticipated. The reply came in the form of a prophetic vision
or menial picture and a prophetic word.

One of those praying over the Croatian priest was Briege
McKenna, a Sister of Saint Clare from Tampa, Florida, well
known for her healing and svangelistic ministry as well as for
her special ministry with priests. While praying. she had a
wision ol Father Viasic seated in a chair and surrounded by a
great crowd, with streams of water flowing from beneath
where he was sifting. Another person praying over him was
Father Emilien Tardil, a French Canadian of the Mis-
sionaries of the Sacred Heant, stationed in the Dominican
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Republic. He received this prophetic word: Do not fear, |
am sending you my Mother ™

I was mnot long before Father Tomislav was given the
meaning of the message impared through this vision and
this prophetic word. On Wednesday, June 24, two weeks
alter he had returned to Caplfina om Rome, came the
fulfillment of the prophetic word: | am sending you my
Mother.” In the late alternoon of that day, which was the
frast of the Birth of Saint Joha the Baptizer, Our Lady ap-
peared to several young people. This tooh place on the lower
part of & small mountain called Moumt Podbrdo, which is
loc ated behind and quite chose to & hambet named Bijakovici,
one o frvw hamlets that make up the tounship of Medugorje .
The parish of Medugorje is under the patronage of Saint
dames. In addition to the main church of Saint James, there
are three other “mission™ churches which are necessary
because the town's population of 2,500 is spread out over a
ronsiderable area.

What was the religious stanes of this parish made op of
people of Croatian eaxtraction? According to Father
Tomislav Viaskc it was pretty much a run-ol-the-mill parish,
not particularly fervent, but “more or less like every other
parish in western Herzegovina, rather Catholic with a strong
traditional emphasis ™ The people there did go o charch
“maore than in other regions of Yugoslavia, but they were
already on the road ol a declining faith.~

The specific conditions Father Viasic describes are not 100
different rom those that prevail in many areas of the United
States. The prayer life, the touchstone of Christian vitality,
was al a low ebb. “Many young people did not pray. did not
go to church often. The (Emilles did not pray. Few
prayed. .. Many young people did not know what the rosany

-
s
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On A Rocky Mountain Side

The First Day. Wednesday,. June 214, 1981

The first day Our Lady came to Medugorje, she appeared
mwice in the late afternoon_

It all started arcund four o'clock, when reo close friends,
16 year old Mirjana Dvagicevic and 15 year old lvanka
hankowvc left the laner's house in the hamlet of Bijakovict
for a walk. At a sheep pasture on their way back. lvanka
happened to look wp on Mount Podbrdo and saw a shining
Bgure hovering above the ground al a distance of some o
to thres

was able to discern the form or Bgure of a young lady.
Though perplexed and unsure, she exclaimed: “Mirjana,
ook there is Gospa - Our Mockingly, and without

Lady appear 0 us?" And the two continued on their way 1o
Bijakowici. Such was the first encounter with Our Lady?
The second encounter with Our Lady was as unexpected
as the first. Mirjana and lvanka lefr the village again with
Milka Paviovic, who had asked them to help her round up
some sheep. These three girls saw Our Lady on Mount Pod-
brdo @t the same place where she had been seen before.
Seventeen pear old Vicka hankowic, who was a close
friend of Mirjana and lvanks. on waking lrom a nap recehed
word where these friends would be She soon joined them.
Om their knees, praying, Mirjana said to Vicka: “Look up
there! Oner Lady™ Greatly frightened. the latter did not take



14 The Queen OF Peoce Visits Medugorje

the time 1o look but kicked off her slippers and ran away.

Along the road, Vicka saw 16 year old lvan Dragicevic
and lvan hankovic, who were picking apples. She told them
what was happening on Mount Podbrdo and ended up retum-
ing with them 1o rejoin the three girls she had deserted.

When she arrived where the three girts were, Vicka turmed
o speak o lvan Dragicevic and saw him running off.
However the other lad stayed with Vicka. The two of them
knelt down and prayed with the other three girls.

hanka has said that Our Lady was holding the Indant
Jesas and was passing her hand over his head. Vicka did not
distinguish things that clearly She has affirmed that Our
Lady had something in her left hand and kept covering and
uncovering it, as though she was showing something.

As the five young people looked at the distant Vision, she
beckoned them to come up the mountain side 1o her. They
were (oo learful to move. They were all alraid, although the
two girls who had seen her before were bess earful than they
had been when they had seen her the first time. Not-
withstanding their fear. they experienced a deep peace and
happiness  Our Lady remained about forty-fve minutes.

Vicka was the first 10 go home. The others ipllowed her
fve or sin minuies later. It was after sin-thirty and getting

The next day. the young people went 1o work in the tobac-
co fields, as was their custom. hanka, Mirjana and Vicka
fedt drawn 1o return to Mownt Podbrdo where they had seen
the Vision and when they had finished their work in the
Belds, they decided 10 go Ivanka suggested that they take a
walk there, adding that il they saw rthe Vision it would be
“good™, and, if they didn't, they wouldn't say amything about
affair so that the people would stop laughing at them.

Belore leaving, they decided that if the Vision returned
they would come back 10 Byakowe and 1ell Manja Paviovie
and 10 year old Jakov Colo. It was near six o'clock in the

4
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As on the previous day, vanka was the first 1o see the Vi-
sion. She turned to her two friends and said: “Look, Our
Lady™ Although the three girls were on the road at the base
of Mount Podbrdo and the Vision was considerably higher
up on Mount Podbrdo than on the previous day. Vicka could
s “her lace, eyes, hair and dress”™ very dearly. Remember-
ing the decision they had made. she ran off 1o get Marija and
Jahov who came immediatel,

From her high spot, way up on Moant Podbrdo, the Vision
summoned the young people to come up 1o her. They
answered the call and were utterly amazed at the rase and
speed with which they advanced wp the steep and
treacherous slope of sharp-edged stones and prickly briers.
As Vicka described it: “We ran guickly up the hill It was not
like walking on the ground. Nor did we look for the parth, We
simphy ran torward her . In fve minutes we were up the hill -as
if something had pulled us through the air. | was afraid. |
was also bareloot, but no thorms had scratched me.”™ Those
who watched them were greatly surprised at the speed of
their ascent and were unable 1o foflow them up o the top of
the hill

Astonishing things continued to happen. “When uwe were
about two meters (sin feer) away from the Madonna, we felt
an if we were thrown 1o our knees. Jakov was thrown kneeling
into a thorny bush and | thought he would be injured. But he
came out of it without a scrasch.”"

Vicka ashed Marija if she could see Our Lady. She replied
that she could see something whine thar was geming learer
and clearer. Eventually she was able 1o see her as the others
did.

Jakov exclaimed: 1 see Our Lady™

The Bve young people leasted their eyes on the Vision.
She appeared young, nineleen of twenty. She was strikinghy
beauriful, with a beaury beyond amahing of this world Her
eyes were particularly beautibul and expressive They were
light blue, and so tender and kind. They were simply
wonderful. * In their hearts they beln thar this was Our Lady,
the Mother of Jesus.

lvanks was the first 1o speak Her mother had died sud-
denly about rwo months belore. She had been a good wile
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and mother but was not known to have been a particularly
devout Catholic. vanka inguired about her. Our Lady said
that she was well and with her and that she shouldn’t worry
about her. It is said that when people heard about this, they
were encouraged to learn that one did not have 1o do ex-
tracrdinary things to gel inio heaven.

Mirjana now addressed Our Lady. What she said gives us
an inkling of how some of the people in the village had
reacted 1o the news of the events of the previous alternoon
and how the young people had been aflected by these reac-
tions. She sald o her that when they returned home and
twold the people what had happened, they would say that
they were “crazy”. Il Mirjana had hoped that the gracious
Visitor would promise a sign fo convince people, she musi
have been disappointed for her only answer was a smile.
However, the humanly unexplainable flight of the group up
the mountain side and the lack of any injury to the
barefooted Vicka and 1o Jakov who knelt in a thormy bush,
were signs that must have impressed those who heard of
them with an open mind.

Vicka asked Mirjana what the time was. She replied that
it was three-fifteen.

Surprised at this answer, Vicka asked her what she meant
by three-fifieen, remarking that she must have set her watch
wrong. In fact, the number 12 had changed into a 9.* This
was the first event which the seers took 1o be miraculous. It
appears that Mirjana still has this watch in her possession.

The young people who saw Our Lady on the previous
afternoon had experienced considerable fear. Those who
saw her on this day likewise experienced lear, but less than
before. They cried a little and they prayed a lirtde.

Mirjana’s grandmother had told her to say seven Our
Fathers, Hail Marys and Glory Be's when in the presence of
ihe Vision. This was a traditional prayer in honor of the
Seven Sormows of Our Lady that was said in the region. They
said these pravers on this day and Our Lady joined them as
they did. However, she did not say the Hail Marys with them.
She told them that these prayers pleased her and to continue
to pray them. She also asked them 10 join a Creed to the

prayers because many people have forgotten the Creed.

On A Rocky Meuntain Side 17

The apparition lasted from ten to fifieen minutes. As Our
Lady was leaving, she bade the young people farewell with
these words: “Go in the peace of God”. She rose in the air
and the young people watched her as she departed.

in his book, Father Ljudevit Rupcic mentions “another
phenomenan which took place on the second day.” Before
Owr Lady appeared, a bright light “something like lightning™
was seen by those who were on Mount Podbrdo and also by
people in the village who happened to look toward Mount
Podbrdo. We shall see that something similar was reported
as happening on the third day of the apparitions.

The six young people who saw Our Lady on June 25, the
second day ol the apparitions, namely, lvanka lvankovic,
Dragicevic and Jakov Colo, will continue ta see Our Lady
each day. lvan lvankovic and Milka Paviovic, Marija's sister,
who had seen Our Lady on the preceding day, have not seen
her since.

The six seers have all asserted that Owr Lady came each
day preceded by three fashes of light. Other people are
reported as not having seen these flashes of light since June
26, the third day of the apparitions. The people who saw the
flashes on June 25 and 26 understood them as signs that
something important was taking place on Mount Podbrdo.
These will not be the onby signs given the people, as shall be
seen,

As the seers were coming down the mountain side, a
neighbor of theirs, Marinko lvankovic, was just arriving at
Mount Podbrdo. That moming, he had taken Marija and
Vicka to Cithuk, where he worked as a mechanic. They went
there for some school classes. Marija told him about the
apparitions and he became interested and wanted 1o learn
more. That afterncon he spoke with lvan Dragicevic who saw
Our Lady on June 24. He decided to go to the place of the
apparitions. He got there late, thinking the apparition would
occur at 7:15.

Marinko noticed lvanka coming down the hill. Her grand-
mother was on the road waiting for her and she went 10 her,
They embraced. lvanka was crying as she told her grand-
maother that she had ashed Ow Lady about her deceased



the rectory and tell the priests about what was happening,
for he felt that it was a spiritual matter which concerned
them and which they should know about.

Marinko would have liked to speak with the pasior,
Father Joro Zovko, but he was not there. He was in Zagreb.
Father frinko Cuvalo was there and he spoke with him. He
told him about the young people and what they claimed to
have seen over the past two days. He added that they had
been crying this evening and were in need of help. He sug-
gested that the priest go and talk with them to console them
and find out il what they were saying was true. Father Zrinko
was noncomminal in his reply, but our story will soon reveal
that he was prudently open to what was happening.

That night the village was humming with the news ol
these unusual events.

From this second day on, Marinko became an important
part of the early days of the apparitions. He very actively
befriended the young people who he felt were badly in need
of support. Four of the youngsters were experiencing some
deficit in family support. lvanka had recently lost her
mother and her father was away working in Germany.
Vicka's lather was also away st work in Germany. Jakov
rarely saw his father who worked in Bosnia. Mirjana was
spending the summer in Medugorje with her grandmaother,
while her parents remained in Sarajevo where the lamily
was living a1 this time. Marinko's dedication and sinceri-
ty won the confidence of the seers wha came 1o lean heavily on
him.

Marinko has faithfully kept a record of the events of
Medugorje® and this makes him a particularly valuable
witness of the apparifions. His value as a witness is
heightened by the fact that the record of the early days kept
by the priests of the parish was confiscated by the police on
August 17, 1981.
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Higher Up On The Mountain Side

The Third Day, Friday, June 26, 1981

On this day, Marinko and the seers agreed to go together
to the base of Mount Podbrdo where Our Lady had first ap-
peared. Our Lady's coming was preceded by a brilliant light
that illumined not only the village but the entire area three
times and that was seen by everyone and not only the seers.
The latter looked intently and cried out: “There she ",

According to Marinko, Our Lady was higher on Mount
Padbrdo than she had been on the two previous days. The
seers immediately started up the mountain side loward her.
lvan and Jakov were ahead of Marinko and the four girls.
Marinko, who knew the area very well, had 1o help the girls
who were having trouble with the protruding sharp. edged
stones that blanket the mountain side. Eventually the seers all
came together and knelt in front of a stone. Marinko asked
them  Our Lady was there and they replied that she was. She
stood on a cloud. Vicka ook some holy water and sprinkled
the Vision saying: “Wyou are Our Lady, stay with us. llyou are
nol, go away.” Her only answer was a beawtiful smile.

Mirjana had lost her a year belore and she en-
quired about him. Our Lady said: "He s well”.

hanka questioned Our Lady again about her mother whao
had died in the hospital without any member of the family
present. She wanted to know il she had left any message for
the children. Our Lady replied: “Obey your grandmaother
and be good 1o her for she is old and cannot work.”™
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hanka had another question that had been prepared by
Marinko: “Why have you come here and what s it you
want™ Our Lady scanned the vast gathering that had come
on this day. h was as il her eyes rested on cach individual
She said: "1 have come because there are many believers
here. | want 1o be with you o comvert and reconcile
everyone .~

June 26 was an intensely hot day. The heat and the crush
ol the huge crowd was more than hvanka, Mirjana snd Vicka
could bear and they fainted They had 1o be removed from
the crowd and revived. The apparition lasted approximately
thirty minutes. When it had been going on for ten minutes,
Our Lady had the seers get up from their knees and stand,
endoubledly because of the stifling heat

Finally the seers asked Our Lady f she would be coming
again. She said she would Then she took her leave,
repeating the farewell words she had used on the previous
day and that she will always use in the luture: “Go in the
peace of God.™

The thiee girls who fainted had to be helped down the
mountain skde Marija went down with some women When
about hallway to the village. she ran from the women she
was with and went to her left. Falling 1o her knees, she ex-
claimed: “Our Lady is here!™ Then she saw a cross made out
of different colors like a rainbow_ |1 was a plain cross without
the body of Christ on it. Our Lady stood in front of the cross
and was crying. Tears streamed down her cheeks. First she
ashed where the other girls were Then she said: “Peace,
peace, peace. Reconcile yoursedves.™ Her very last words
were: “Go in the peace of God ™

On this third day when hanka asked Our Lady what she -

wanted. she gave a summarny of the message that would be
expanded upon in the days ahead Her message was peace.
the peace that can only come from comeerion of reconcilia-
tion with God and with one's neighbor.

Marinko has estimated that, by the end of the apparition,
there were from two to three thousand people on the moun-
tain side. This was the first time that he was with the seers

during an apparition and he has affrmed that he “hrmly
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mercy .~ Al Medugorie she will continually reveal hersell as
having come 1o her children of the earth on & minsion ol
mercy. She will do it both by her actions and by her words as
she did on this day of June 26. She tells the seers that she

God and his fellowmen. And she precedes this with a com.
passionate glance ouver the entire gathering. which speaks of
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Government Authorities Step In

The Fourth Day, Saturday, June 27, 1981

June 27 was a most unusual and extremely busy day lor
the seers. In the morning, Father Jozo Zovko, the pastor of
Saint James parish in Medugorje. who had returned from
Zagreb, weni to Mostar to visit his mother in the hospital
there. He was with another Franciscan, Father Viktor Kosir.
In fromt of the hospital they met Marinko hvankovic's wille,
Dragica. She had hurt her hand and her leg while working
and had come for treatment. She told Father Jozo 1o go 10
Medugorje because the Blessed Virgin had appeared there
It was the first news of this that either priest had received.

When the two priests arrived in Medugorje, Father Zrinko
told them that something was happening He gave them
tape recordings that he had made when the seers had come
to the rectory to see the pastor and tell him what was hap-
pening 1o them . Since Father Jozo had been in Zagreb at the
time._ they had spoken 1o him and he had questioned them
about the apparitions. They played the tapes but could not
come 1o any conchusion rom them. So, Father Joro sent for
the young people and they were questioned once again.

Father Joro simply asked guestions and made no com-
ment to the children He told them to pray. Father Viktor
also interrogated them but was nod able 10 come to any
definite judgment on the maner

News ol what was happening on Mouni Podbrdo had
reached the local government authorities at nearby Cithuk
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who were responsible lor Medugorje. They summaoned the
six seers on the afterncon of June 27, First, they were inter-
rogated at the police headquarters. Nothing that took place
there could induce them to deny that the Blessed Virgin had
appeared to them.

Then, the seers were sent 1o a doctor, a general practi-
tioner, Ante Vujevic. He spent more than an hour examining
hvan Dragicevic. Then. he started examining Vicka. As the
time of the apparitions approached. the seers wanted o
leave and the doctor let her go after a short examination.
With the sxception of lvan, the seers took a taxi and went 1o
Mount Podbrdo. hvan went home a little later with one of his
relatives

The doctor found nothing wrong with the seers. Mot want-
irg to become imoheed in an imvestigation which he knew
would be unpopular with the people_ he said it was not of his
competence to pass a final judgment on the seers. He
declared that his own private conviction would remain
private.

What ook place at Mount Podbrdo after the seers arrived
i guite imoled. The reason for this s that Marinko
hvankowdc and Mate Paviowvic, another man from the
neighborhood, wanted 1o submil the seers io a lest concern-
ing the apparinons.

The plan was to split the seers into two groups of three.
One group was (o be made up of lvanka, Mirjana and Vicka
and the other ol Marija, Jakov and lvan. Because hvan did
not come with the other seers, the second group had anly
Marfja and Jakov in it

Each group was 1o go to a dilerent site where Our Lady
had previously appeared. The group of Marija and Jakov
was to go to the bottom of Mount Podbrdo and wait there for
Owr Lady 10 come. The other groop was o go up on the
mountain and wait there.

So Marija and Jakov went to the place where Our Lady
had appeared at the bottom of Mount Podbrdo. With themn
as observers were Mate Paviovic and Father Zrinko Covalo,
the associate pastor of the parish. Marija and Jakov saw the
light which preceded Owur Lady and then Our Lady herself.
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She imvited them to come to her. Marija departed first on a
dead run Her spred was tremendous. Father Zrinko and
Mate tried 10 follow her but were unable to stay up with her.
Those who watched her were utterly amared. Later Marija
explained that all she saw was Our Lady in front of her, and
she felt that she was leading and carrying her up the moun-
tain side. She was not aware of the people who were swarm-
ing all over the area_

It nok Jakov and Mate several minutes 1o reach Maria
They found her some twenty yards higher up than the place
where (ur Lady had appeared belore. Marija was standing
abone with her hands clasped. She was perplesed and said to
Maie: “1 don't know, Mate. Our Lady brought me here and
then disappeared ™

As the place was thick with people, it was impossible 1o
s#¢ any distance. So, Mate went 10 the place where Our
Lady had previously appeared on the mountain and where
hvanka, Mirjana and Vicka had been told to go. He told
them what had happened 10 Marija. They came 1o her and
started singing and praying  The people who were there joined
them.

The seers had a strong feeling that Ouwr Lady would ap-
pear again. And indeed she did Soddenly, the five young
people went o their knees. Dur Lady had come. Her coming
had been preceded by a light which the people had seen.
They did not see Our Lady, but they felt sure she was there
and they surged toward the seers.

As they closed in on the seers, something unusual hap-
pened. The laner clearly saw the people treading upon the
veil which Our Lady wore and which went from her head 1o
the ground. With tears in their eyes, they asked the people
ta move off of the place where she was standing. When their
repeated pleas went unheeded, she disappeared.

Owur Lady appeared a second time. Again, the pressing of
the crowd resulted in a boy stepping on her veil. Again, she
disappeared.

For a third time, Owr Lady appeared. Then, Marinko and
Mate organized a protective cordon around the seers and the
place where Our Lady was standing and she remained.
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A series of questions were put 10 Our Lady

Vicka asked her to prove to the people who were present
that she was indeed there. Her reply was that those who do
not sew should believe as though they wete seving

Mirjana was vy much concerned with what some people
were sayving about the seers and particularh, about hersell,
namely. that they were drug addicts and epieptics. She un-
burdened hersell 10 the Blessed Virgin who told her that
there had always been injustice n the world, that there
would always be some and that she should not pay any at-
tention 10 what was being waid.

lvanka ashed the heavenly Visitor who she was. She
answered: “1 am the Blessed Virgin Mary ~

Although Marinko had befriended the seers. he was well
aware that it was the priests in the parish and especially the
pasior who were responsible for the apparitions. Earlier that
day, he had ashed Father Joro, the pastor, il he had a
message for Our Lady. He replied that he did not but that he
would like 10 know if Our Lady had a message for the parish
and for the Friars, as the priests are referred 10 in the area.
Her reply was: “The Friars should believe firmby ~

When Our Lady disappeared for the third time she did
not say “Go in the peace of God,” as she had done on the
past two days. This surprised the seers and bed them o
believe that she might return again. So. they stayed where
they were for a long time, praying and hoping she would
return. The people stayed also. As Owr Lady did not return,
they Bnally left the mountain 1op and the people followsed
them. Marinko and several others held and supporied the
seers as they walked down the mountain side

When they were aboui halfway io the village, the seers
suddenly pulled away from those holding them . #uclaiming
as they did: “There she is™ Once again, Marinko and the
others formed a protective cordon around them,

Ouwr Lady greeted them in an enguisitely new tender way:
“My angels, you are my dear angels.” She told them she
would return the next day a1 the same time and a1 the same
place. Her last words were: “Go in the peace of God ™
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The reason that lvan did not go 1o Mount Podbedo with
the other wrers was because his parents had asked him not
1o go. They did this out of concern for him. The attention of
the vast crowds of all kinds of people coming o Medugore
wortied them. Also, lvan had stomach cramps that day.

However, while Owr Lady was appearing 1o the other
seers, lvan went a short way out of the village and Our Lady
appeared to him. She greeted him, told him 10 be at peace
and 1o take courage. And, as she left him she smiled.

The message of an apparition is not confined 1o its verbal
content, to the words spoken by the heavenly messenger
Misages, somelimes Importan! Mmessages, Can Ccome
thiough events, actions, the time and place where events oc-
cur and through still other ways. At times, the messages
rhat come through such things are quite apparent. Al other
times, they are quite subitle.

A number of such messages come o us through the
events of this fourth day. The most important of these
messages is that of Mary's tender, motherly love. It is on this
day when the seers went through the ordeal of their first en-
counter with the police that Our Lady chose to call them her
dear angels for the first ime.

Marinko was very much concerned with establishing
whether the apparitions were authentic or not. So much was
at stake in this. Father Zrinko shared this concern and for
the same reasons Several signs were given on this day that
could help them in their discernment,

The first sign was the way in which Our Lady appeared on
this fourth day . It was completely different from the manner in
which the apparitions had occurted previously. B was so com-
plicated and involved that it would seem 1o surpass the
capacity of the young prople invohoed 1o have thought it up by
themselves Marija breaks away from Jakow and races up the
mountain alone. Our Lady appears 1o her alone at a different
place than bebore and then mysterioushy disappears. When
Owur Lady appears to all ive seers together . the peuple see the
light which immediately precedes her coming During this
apparition, she disappean twice when people step on her veil
only to reappear after each withdrawal. On their way home,
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she appears again. Finally, she appears 1o han alone, for a
total of sin apparitions. Many people felt that the pattern of
what happened proved the apparinions were not under the
control of the seers. In this regard. the apparition 10 the five
seers on their woy home was particularly impressive.
Together, they all pull away from the people who were sup-
porting them and together they suddenly see Our Lady

The most obvious sign given on this day was the speed with
which Marija raced up the mountain sde before the first
apparition. This ecstatic flight was something that definitely
surpassed the natural capacity of this young girl.

It can be said then that on this fourth day there was a
heaven-ghen message concerning the authenticity of what
the young people claimed was happening on the side of Mount
Podbrdo.

A most unusual facet of this apparition was Our Lady's
departure at two different moments when people stepped on
her veil. A thing like this had never happened before in any
other Marian apparition. It will be repeated again in subse-
quent apparitions '
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Believing Without Seeing

The Fifth Day, Sunday, June 28, 1981

June 28 was a beautiful sunny day It has been estimaied
that some fifteen thousand prople swarmed into the Bi-
jakowvici section of Medugorje. They came from the entire
area. Among them were Fathers Vikior Kosir and Zrinko
Cuvalo,

Shortly after six, the seers left for Moumt Podbrdo. Two of
them, Marfja and Jakov went with Fathers Vikior and
Zrinko, who had accompanied them 1o Mount Podbrdo on
the previous day.

Suddenly, Marija cried out: “Look, look, look!™ Then ac-
cording 1o Father Zrinko, she and Jakov “ran ahead at what
seemed incredible speed.” Since Marija wore a red skirt and
white blouse, he could follow her easily. as she ran far ahead
of him, “almost seeming to fiy.”'

It was exacthy six-thirty when Our Lady came. The seers
requested that the people kneel. They asked Our Lady a
series of guestions. Eventually some local person had the
seers repeat the questions and answers and these were
recorded on tape.

The seers - Whai do you want of us?

Owur Lady - Falth and respect lor me.

The seers - Dear Blessed Virgin, what do you wani ol our
priests?

Our Lady - That they believe firmly.

The seers - Dear Blessed Virgin, why don’t you appear in

Belirving Without Secing 29

the church so that sverybody con see you?

Ot Lady - Blessed are they who have nol seen and who
bliave

The wewrs - Dear Blessed Virgin, will you come again?

The seers - She will, she will come 1o the same place. She
will come, (She acquirsced by nodding her head )

The weers - Dear Blessed Virgin, do you prefer that we pray
o o o s Do you

Owr Lady - Do both, sing and pray.

The weers - Dear Blessed Viegin, what do you want ol these
people gathered here?

Our Lady looked at the people and smiled - That they
believe withoul seeing,

Thie seers - She is dsappearing. She is gone!

Vicka - Let us pray some more. She did not say anything
to us, (What Vicka meant was that Our Lady had not pro-
nounced the usual farewell: *Go in God's peace ” %o, the seers
began 10 pray again. They recited two Our Fathers, two Hail
Marys, two Glory Be's. |

The seers - There she is again! Let us sing a song! (And
Marija started to sing: “Marija, Marija. o kako lijepa si - Mary.
Mary how beautibul you are ™)

Owr Lady - My angels, my dear angels.

The seers - Dear Blessed Virgin, what do you want of these
people here?®

Dur Lady - That those here who do not sew me, bielieve like
the sia of you who see me.

The seers - Dear Blessed Virgin, will you leave us some sign
here on earth that will convinee these people that we are not
liars and that we are not playing games

O Lady - Go in the peace of God,

The seers - She went awsy! A light follows in her wake,
She s gone! (And the seers began to sing well know C roatian
hymns. ')

As soon as the apparition was over, Father Zrinko Cuvalo
questioned the seers, trying to determine if the apparitions
were authentic or not. Nothing negative came out of his in-

terrogation. Eventually, he became a firm believer in the
apparitions

On the third day Our Lady appeared, she was asked: “Why
have you come here and what s I you want?™ She had
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replied: “1 have come because there are many believers
here. | want to be with you 10 convert and reconcile
everyone.” On the fourth day, when asked 1o prove she was
appearing, Our Lady said that those who do not see should
believe as though they were seeing. And when asked if she
had a message for the parish and the Friars, she had replied
that “they should believe firmly.” Now on this fifth day, Our
Lady re-emphasizes the message ol fajth, saying that this is
what she wants of the priests, the seers themselves, and the
people gatheved on the mountain side, adding that the
priests must believe “frmly™ and that the people musi
believe “without seeing”™, “like the six of you who see me.”
It is not surprising that Our Lady said the priests should
believe “firmly”, since it is their role to lead their flock in
faith. But, looking back now at the major role the priests of
Medugorje would be called upon to play with the seers and
the people, it becomes clearer why she said this. The kind of
deep imohement that has developed between the parish stalf
of priests and sisters and the seers and the people is
something unique in the annals of Marian apparitions.
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More Questioning And Examining

The Sixth Day, Monday, June 29, 1981

Monday would be a long trying day for the seers. Once
again, they were called in by the authorities in Citluk. From
there they were seni to a hospital in Mostar for psychiatric
testing. Ahler a thorough examination, they were declared
physically and mentally healthy by Dr. Mulija Dzudza They

returned home late that afernoon.
The seers wenl to the mountain side where they began
praying and singing hymns at 6:19 pm. The people

assembled there, who were more numerous than ever, joined
in with them. Father Vikior Kosir was present and sta-
tioned at about ten feet from the seers. Another Franciscan,
Father Tomislav Viasic was also there. This was his first visit
1o the place ol the apparitions.

Owur Lady came al precisely 6:26. Once again the seers
engaged in conversation with her. When Our Lady was
departing, the seers cried: “There, she has gone! Look! The

Marinko had come with a stone on which a cross was
painted. He asked the seers where Our Lady had stood and
they guided him to the exact spot.

Grgo Kozina, one of the local people, taped the conversa.
tion between the seers and Our Lady as it was related to the
people immediately alter the apparition was over Here are
the more important items gleaned from this taped conversa-
tion,
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Owur Lady said it was “firm laith and confidence™ that she
desired from rthose who were there Faith was the basic
message of this day.

The seers were already beginning to feel the burden of
persecution. They asked Our Lady if they would be able 1o
endure it To encourage and comiort them her reply was -
pressed in endearing terms: “You will endure it. my angels ™

A lady, Doctor Glaumurina, was sent by the suthorities st
Citluk to observe what was taking place at the site of the ap-
paritions. The seers ashed Our Lady if it was permissible for
the Doctor 1o towch her. Ow Lady's answer was: “There
have always been unfaithful Judases. Let her come.” The
Doctor touched Our Lady and she disappeared. Then the
prople and the seers began to sing a hymn and Our Lady

reappeared .

Following Owr Lady's return, the seers pleaded for the
healing of a boy named Daniel, who was paralyred and
could not talk . Here s the report of this pleading as recorded
by Grgo Kozina.

Ths sewrs - Dear Madonna will this liits boy, Diamiel, s
be able to wpeak? Please mahe 8 miracls so that everyone
will believe us. These people love you wvery much. Dear
Madonns maks one mivacks She n looking 81 hem. Dear
Madonna. ey something

Girgo Kosina - Is she still looking at the boy?

The srers - She i looking st the boy. who is mute. Dear
Madonna sy smething. wr ash yvou  Say something. we
ask yomn Say something, dear Madonna'

Ongr Laady - Lt them | Dandel's parents ) believe Grmly that
he will be healed Go in Godls peace. '

It was after this that Ouwr Lady took her final leave.

Daniel started 10 speak later that afiernoon. His healing
was a gradual process. Details about his case will be given in
a later chapter.

Something further needs to be said about people touching
Our Lady. h is one of the more intriguing facets of the
Medugore apparitions.

Among the questions which Father Ljudevit Rupcic asked
the seers was one that had 1o do with touching Owur Lady.
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The question was: “Did you touch Our Lady™ Ivanka said:
"Yes". Jahov and lan answered: "1 touched her dress ™
Marfja replied: “Yes, | touched her dress. Every time |
towd hed it 1t was with my whole palm Mamy prople tow hed
it also.”

Mirjana’s answer spraks powrrfully, of the warm, motherh,
relationship that the Blessed Virgin had with the seers She
sabd- 71 can touch her. In the beginning. | considered her as
inaccessible  But, now, when she is with me, | look upon her
as a mother, as my best friend who helps me.”

Vicka gave an answer which s important from the point of
view of the authenticity of the apparitions. She said: “Yes, |
touched her dress But it resists like metal =" An apparition
s a mystical experience. What the seer sevs appears similar
1o what the seer knows and has experienced on the human
level. But the object, in this case the person seen, is not pre-
senl o the seer in a human body,. as one human being s 1o
another. Likewise with the dress. |t appears 10 be a dress
made of material similar to dresses human beings wear, but it
s not Vicka's answer. which might appear disconcerting. is
from someone undergoing a true mystical experience.

Father Tomislay Viasic was associate pastor in the town of
Capljina when he came 10 Medugorpe on June 29 Capljina is
approximately 18 miles from Medugorje. He spoke with
Mirjsna afver her return rom Citluk and before her departare
for Mount Podbrdo. What she told him gives us some idea of
what the seers weni throwgh in Cithuk . We guote from the con-
versation she had with him. He says that she was sl
“agitated” from the fmightening experience of her interroga-
tinn. She had heen raken 10 a “morgue”™ and had been with
some “lunatics” When asked il she would go to the mountain
side again, she said that she “doubted” if she would, adding
that she “probably” would not “because i they take me o
maore times 1o the morgue. | will have a nervous breakdoun

Actually Mirjiana did go 1o the place of the apparitions and
Father Tomisiav questioned her about this later, asking why
she had come after what she had 10ld him before the appari-
non  She replied thar when the time had come 1o go 1o Mount
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Podbrdo “no one would have been able to stop me. There was
simply no question of “‘shall | go or not go'."

There was a similar incident st Fatima in 1917. After the
June |3 apparition, the pastor of the parish told Lucy that
what was happening a1 the Cova da Iria might be a deception
on the part of the devil This was followed by a frighthul dream
imvolving the evil one. The result of all this was that Lucy
resobved that she would not 9o 1o the Cova da lria any more
and 1old this 10 her cousins, Jacinta and Francisco. However,
as the time for the next rendervous approached on the morn-
ing of July 13, she “suddenly felt she had 10 go, impelled by a
strange force that she could hardly resis:.™*

After the apparitions were over on this day, the seers were
taken to the rectory for questioning.

Later that night, the seers went to Marinko's house. There
they stood on the terrace and talked 1o the people about the
apparition. They repeated all that the Blessed Virgin had told
them. The people were hungry for her words and the seers
were very happy 1t was about eleven o'clock w hen the people

finally deparied
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Apparition At Cemno

The Seveath Day, Tuesday, June 30, 1981

dune 30 s important in the history of the apparitions at
Medugorje lof it saw these happenings move away for the firs
nme from the immediate area of Mount Podbrdo

A1 sbout two in the afterncon, two assistant social workers
from Citluk came to Bijakovici v get the seers. They were
Ljubica Vasil) and Mirjana lvankowc . Apparently the govern-
ment ket that it could put an end to the apparitions by keeping

the young people away from the site where everything had
happened up 1o that time  The women told the seers that they

wanted to see i Our Lady would appear 1o them at some other
site than Mount Podbrdo. They said that they wanted to take
them in their car for that purpose.

Some of the seers wet e rating when the tao women armived
They hurried and Bve of them Anally got into the car and drove
ofl. lvan was the missing member of the group.

The women had a simple plan They would drive the seers
arpund the area until the time o the apparitions at Mount
Podbrdo had passed. So, the seers were taken to Cithuk,
Pociielj, Capljina, the water falls of Kravica, and Cerno. They
wrrived at Cemno at the time the apparitions had been taking
place at Mount Podbrdo. Thousands of prople were walting
for them on the mountain side

When they came 1o a crrtain place along the road at Cerno,
the seers lelt compelled 10 ask the women to stop the car. At
first they refused, but finally they acceded 10 the request. The
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place where they were at that time was but a lew miles from
Mount Podbrdo which they could see. They were out in the
barren countryside and there were no houses in the im-
mediate area. They got out of the car and the seers began their
usual prayer. Then on Mount Podbrdo, they saw a light that
was illuminating the place where the people were waiting and
the light was moving toward them.

Ivanka asked the two women if they saw the light. They said
they did. The seers knelt and sang hymns. And Our Lady
appeared 1o them.

Mirjana apparenth; felt some uneasiness about having ac-
cepted the assistant social workers” plan of seeing if Our Lady
would appear 10 them at some place other than Mount Pod-
brdo. For she asked her if she minded that they had not gone
1o the mountain side but had come to this other place. She
rephied that she did not mind.

No doubt because of the problems stemming from the
place, the seers ashed Our Lady if she would mind if they did
not go to the mountain side any more but went 1o the church.
With some hesitation she answersd: “1 will not, my angels.™"

Then, she just looked at the seers lor a long time.

The seers ashed il she would leave them some sign. She did
not answer, but began to depart slowly and said: “Go in the
peace ol God.”

Again, the seers saw the light on Mount Podbrdo at the
place where the people were.

When the voung people arrived at Medugorje, it was some
time between six and seven. They met immediately with
Father Joro who taped the conversation he had with them. As
he had grven them some questions he wanted them 1o ask Our
Lady. he enquired if they had done this Mirjana replied that in
their hasie 1o leave with the rwo assistant social workers they
had forgotien to take the questions along.

After the report of what had happened that afternoon, a
discussion bégan al the rectory concerning the advisability of
the seers going to Mount Podbrdo where the people were still
waiting and telling them what had happened at Cerno. Mir-
jana said she feh drawn to go and let the people know that Our
Lady had appeared there and tell them what she had said.
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However, after talking the matter over for some time, the
seers decided not 1o go. One thing that the discussion brought
out was the seers’ apparent feeling that Our Lady would
appear henceforth in the church if they went there. But no
decision was taken 10 make that move at this time.

The seers’ day ended on a sad note. When they arrived at
Bijakovici at about ten o'clock, they were 1old that their good
friend Marinko lvankovic had been taken to the police station
for gquestioning. Notwithstanding the late hour, the seers
decided to go and assure the police that Marinko had not
initiated the apparitions and that he was not guilty of
anything. That night was a painhul one lor the seers and their
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Chlptlr

Extraordinary Answer To The Pastor’s Prayers

The Eighth Day, Tuesday, July 1, 1981

July 1 saw a number of important new developments take
place in the Medugorje event. The first had to do with the
pastor, Father Jogo. His was the main responsibility lor what
was happening and he did not take this responsibility lightly .

Though he deliberately kept away from the site of the appari-
tions, he was in close contact with the seers. He spoke with

them, questioned them and gave them advice. But, he could
not bring himsell 10 accept the apparitions as authentic, even
though he prayed much abour this.

On July 1. God answered his prayers in an unexpected way .
The answer came in such an unexpected way that he sl
vividly remembers the details of how it happened.

The government was having no swuccess in its efforts to bring
the events of Medugorje to a halt. The two assistant social
workers who had been sent on June 30 not only had been un-
succesaful in their attempt to stop the apparitions, but they
had been so aflected by what had happened 1o them at Cerno
that they handed in their resignation.

It was at this point that the police intervened directly.
Toward noon, they came to Medugorje 1o try to stop the seers
from going to the mountain side. When they learned of this,
the seers fled Bijakovici and ran through the vineyards toward
the church. The police pursued them .

In the meantime, Father Jozo was in the church praying.
He was in the third pew on the left side. The breviary and the
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Bible were in front of him. He was alone in the church.
“Then,” he told Father Svetozar Kraljevic, “something hap-

heard a voice say, ‘Come out and protect the children’ ™

He got up Immediately, leaving the breviary and the Bible
where they were. He went out the center door of the church,
which laces north. As he was about to step out, the seers ran
toward him from the left side of the church and cried out: “The

There he placed them in a room that was not occupied and
locked the door.

Soon, the police arrived on the run and asked Fr. Jozo if he
had seen the children. He told them that he had and they
raced off toward Bijakovici in pursuit of them. Then Fr. Jogo
returned to the children and talked with them, tefling them it
would be saler for them to stay In the rectory. This they did.
Owr Lady appeared to them in that room_ It was the first time
that Our Lady appeared elsewhere than out in the open air. In
the days ahead, there would be seven other apparitions in that
same room, and a number of apparitions in other houses also.

During the course of the afernoon, word was sent to the
people who were gathering on the mountain side that there
would be a service in the church. At about five o'clock, Father
Jozo asked Father Zrinko Cuvalo, the associate pastor, to
lead the people in the rosary It was the first time that the
rosary was prayed with the people. At six o'clock, Father Jozo
celebrated the Eucharist. The church was jammed right up to
the aliar with people. Speaking about this first Mass, Father
dozo sald: “In the homily, | asked the people to pray and 1o
fast, begging God to help us 10 understand the events in our
parish This mass of people responded to my request with a
great exclamation, full of faith: “We will’ ™"

Father Joro was able to bring the questioning of the seers by
the police 10 an end by having recourse to an existing law in
virtue of which the police cannot question minors without the
consent of the parents. When the parents advised the police
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that they were opposed to the interrogations of their children,
they stopped doing it

In addition 1o the voice which Father Jozo heard in the
church on July 1, something else that was very significant
happened to him on a summer night in 1981. A1 6:30 p.m.,
“during the daily ceremony”. the seers had a silent apparition
that Father Joro was privileged to share in. “He. oo, saw and
was stupefied ™' People noticed a change in him after this_ It
affected his preaching as well as other facets of his life.

This eptsode of the young people Bering from the police and
Father Jozo hearing the volce while praying in the church and
going to their defense is extremely imporiant in terms of the
authenticity of the Medugorje event. If the young people had
been inventing and simulating the apparitions. is it likely they
would have continued their duplicity after this incident? To
spare themselves any further repetition of such a thing, all
they would have had to do is say that Our Lady was no longer
appearing to them. To the contrary, within hours of their close
escape from the police, they claimed that Our Lady had
visited them again in the rectory.

Equally important is the part played in this incident by the
volice Father Jozo heard and his response to that voice. This is
all the more significant for it is well known that Father Jozo
was extremely cool to what the young people were claiming
before he heard that voice.

Who Are These Young Prople® 41

=9

Who Are These Young People?

It is interesting to note how God uses children as his heralds
when he wants 10 communicate messages of grest impor-
tance 1o his Church. A1 LaSalerte in 1846 he spoke through
two children. Melanie and Maximin. At Lourdes in 1858, there
was but one child, Bernadette, whereas at Fatima in 1917,
there were three, Jacinta, Francisco and Lucia. i we are 1o
judge the importance of an apparition by the number of young
people involved. we would have 1o rank Medugorje very high
for there are six of them at this place.

There are a number of rather evidenl reasons why God
chooses youngsters as his heralds. They are very open to his
action in them. Their minds and hearts are not cluttered and
blocked with the false notions and prejudices that people ac-
quire as they progress in age. They are more likely to ransmit
the messages they recefve without alterations than adults
would. Finally, their limited knowledge and the limited
development of their minds is a relative guarantee that they
are not inventing everything. The younger the children the
mare the above reasons apply.

The number of young people that God uses also has much
to do with the acceptance of the message by the prople. The
greater the number, the more difficult deception becomes.
This is particularly true when the apparitions are wery
numercus as they are at Medugorje. When several children
never disagree in what they relate day after day over a long
period of time we can presume that they are telling the truth.
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The range in ages of the six young people at Medugorje s
noteworthy. When the apparitions began, one was only ten
vears old, another was fifteen, three were sixteen and one was
sevenieen In view of what was sald above, the presence of a
ten year old is particularly important. It so happens that he is
one of those who live in Medugarje itsell and therefore is one
of the trio who sees Our Lady each day in the village church.
Because of the protection for truth that comes with numbers,
one would have to say that this trio is especially important.
The other two who live in Medugorie and are members of this
little group were fiteen and sixteen when the apparitions
started in 1981.

Who are these young people to whom Our Lady has
appeared at Medugorje? They are all very normal, but dif-
ferent from each other and have gquite distinctive per-
sonalities. With one exception, all of them are of very average
intelligence. The exception is Mirjana. She is considerably
above the others in mental capacity. Although two of the
group are nol living now in Bijakovici, all six of them were
born there.

Marija Paviovic is the third oldest member of the group.
She was born on April 1, 1965, Her father, Philip, works in
agriculture . Her mother's name is lva. She has three brothers
who work in West Germany. And she has two sisters. The older
s married and the vounger is in grammas school at Bijakovici.
She has been studying in Mostar where she is completing her
apprenticeship as a hairdresser. Mostar is only 18 miles away
and Marija travels back and forth by bus and gets home in
time for the daily evening apparition.

She is of average height and thin. Like all the other girls,
she wears dresses-and never slacks or dungarees-when she
comes for the apparitions. The dresses worn by the teenagers
of the area are very much like those worn by American girls of
their age.

Marija is the most serene and deeply spiritual of the seers.
She & a retiring and wnobirusive type person. Those who
know her describe her as “just beautiful™ because of her deep
spirituality, praverfulness and humility, Several times, Our
Lady has called her to pray more and she has responded with
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a growing commitment to prayer. She s planning 10 become
a nun.

Vicka hankovic, the oldest of the group, was bom
duly 3, 1964. Her father, Peter, works in West Germany. Her
mother's name is Zlata. Her grandmother, Vicka, is in
het late etghties and in good health There are eight children
in the lamily. Her oldest sister, who has a degree in phar-
macy, is now married, as is the next oldest sister. The latter
graduated from a commercial high school. The younger
children are still in grammar school. Vicka is learning the tex-
tile industry in a professional school at Mostar. The unmar-
ried older children cultivate the family land on which grapes
and tobacco are ralsed.

Vicka & of medium height and thin. She has strong leatures
and her face is very expressive. She has dancing eyes and a
delightful smile. She s the charmer ol the group, although
there is nothing artificial or put-on about her.

She is fascinating to watch during the apparitions. She
simply radiates delight. Her rather large lips move rapidly,
She frequently nods her head in approval. Her almost con-
stant smile occasionally expands into what could be termed
mild laughter. This is what | observed on the four days when |
was in a position 1o watch her face during the apparitions.
This seems to have been the experience of others also.

Though her health is not good. she is filled with energy and
is strong-willed. She s not afraid to assume responsibiling
This manifested itsell in the all of 1981, when Our Lady
indicared that it would not be good for all the older seers 10 go
away o school and leave littde Jakov alone in Medugorje.
Vicka immediately volunteered 1o stop going to school in
Mostar, which she did. She now works in the tobacco Beids
but plans to enter the convent eventually. Her family, par-
thcularly her father, is devoutly religious.

Mirjana Dragicevic is the second oldest of the seers. She
was born on March 18, 1965. Her lather, Jozo, is an x-ray
technician in a hospital and her mother, Milena, works in a
shop. She has one brother, who is at school, and no sisters.
Very intelligent. Mirjana is attending college at the Liniversiny
of Sarajevo, where the family now lives.

Mirjana’s grandmother s still lhving and resides in
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Bijakovici. Mirjana spends her summer vacations with her
and that is how she happened to be in Medugorje when the
apparitions began

(f medium height, she has blond hair, a fact that
distinguishes her from the other three girls.

van Dragicevic, the older of the two boys who see Our
Lady, was born on May 25, 1965. He, his father, Stanko, and
his mother, Zlata, cultivate the family holdings. There are
three othet younger childoen in the family . Ahthough hvan and
Mirjana have the same family name, they are not related

The tallest of the group. he is also the most timid and retir-
ing. His thick dark hair covers half of his ears and florehead A
nice looking lad. he never seems 1o smile and usually has a
serious, pensive look on his face. His simple, dark clothes
reflect his rather somber personality .

Ivan entered the minor seminary in Dubrowvnik st the end of
August, 1981, but had 10 leave because he was not adequately
prepared for the studies there by his previous education in
Medugorje. However, lvan has not abandoned the hope of
becoming a priest. He wants 10 become a Franciscan and is
presently studying on his own through a correspondence
course. His family is very religious.

lvanka lvankovic, the youngest of the four girls, was born
on April 21, 1966. Her lather, lvan, works in West
Her mother, Jagoda, died in May, 1981, Though bom in
Bijakovici, lvanka and her family now lne in Mostar. She has
one brother and one sister. All three of them attend high
school in Mostar. Her grandmother, hea, who is quite old,
takes care of the house since the death of the mother. lvanka
helps her considerably.

The prettiest of the girls, lvanka appears to be somewhat
more typical of today’s teenager than the other three girls, but
she also seems 1o be well balanced and firmly religious. She is
the only seer who is clearly considering marriage

Although the family lives in Mostar, it has kept the old
homestead in Bijakovici where it spends its vacations and
cultivates the land. During the school year. hvanka comes
there on Saturdays and Sundays.

Jakov Colo, the youngest of the seers, was born on June 3,
1971. His lather, Ante, works in Sarajevo. Jaca, his mother,

Who Are These Young People® 45

died on September 5. 1983 Her death affected Jakov all the
more deeply since his father rarely comes home. Jakow
now lves with his uncle, Philip Pavlovic, and his lamily.

Short for his age_ Jakov makes up in energy what he is lack-
ing in height. The youngster is like a jack-in-the-box. It is very
hard lor him to stay put in any one place for amy length of ime

The presence of this young. bdgety lad among the group of
seers is of special value in terms of the authenticity of the ap-
paritions. It is highly improbable that he would come to
church for two and three hours of prayer every single day, in
winter as in summer, in bad weather as in good weather_ and
this for well over three years. simphy, 1o make believe that he is
seeing the Blessed \Virgin

Jakov is quick witted, as the following incident illustrates.
The Bishop of Mostar, who has personally imterviewsd all of
the seers. questioned Jakov about the secrets Our Lady has
confided 1o them The youngster replied that he was not per-
mitted by the Blessed Virgin to talk about them. Then, the
Bishop said: “Well, you could write the secrets on a piece of
paper. put them in an envelope and leave the emvelope here ™
dakov replied: “Yes, but | could also write the secrets down,
put them in an envelope and leave the emvelope at home ~

Although there is a considerable gap in age and in
character development between Jakov and the other five
young people, the latter all accept him hully and relate 1o him
very easily.

All of the seers get along together very nicely, notwith-
standing their distinctive pervonalities They manifest great
respect lor each other and there is no rivalny or visible iealousy
among them. Even though Vicka is the most active, neither
she nor any other member of the group can be called its real

The seers are typical of the area of the world from which
they come and indeed of the times in which they live. The
clothes they wear are quite like those of our own country . Dur-
ing the day, the girls can be sewn in jeans and a sweater or a
Bannel skirt and a sweater, and the boys wearing jeans, a
sweatshirt and sneakers. Vicka had lunch one day with our
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group. She wore a red sweatshin with New York in large
black letters across the front.

The seers do not isclate themsebves from others of their
age. The girls sing in a choir at Sunday Mass and Jakov is an
altar baoy

Father Tomislav Viasic has affirmed that the seers are
“ready 1o die for Mary and the apparition.™

>0

The Important Role Of The Parish Staff

Each authentic Marian apparition is & unbgue event with
characteristics of its oun. One of the unique features of the
Medugorje event is the very dose association of the parish
pastoral stall of priests and sisters with the visionaries
These Franciscan religious are lke secondary supporting
personages. || would seem that God was telling us that this
is the way it was going to be by the way it all staned in Rome
as Father Tomislav Viasic was being prayed over for the
healing of the Church.

This close association betaeen the official spiritual leaders
of the parish and the young people to whom Owur Lady has
appeared has taken place in a variety of ways as will be seen
a8 our story proceeds. An indirect but very powerful and effec -
thve way is the Lashion in which they have been called to par-
ticipate in the message of penance and reparation which our
heavenly mother has ghen us at Medugorje.

All of the Franciscan priests and wusters who have been
assigned to Saint James parsh in Medugorie have sulfered
1o some degree. Three categories of demands have been
made upon them, those of the partshioners, the seers. and the
pilgrims who have been coming to Medugore in ever grow-
ing numbers. The demands of the seers and of the pilgrims
have been heavier on certain members of the parsh staff than
on others.

The one who suflered most s the man who was pastor
when the apparitions began, Father Joro Zovko He was in
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the most difficult situation as the person mainly responsible
for the spiritual wellare of the parish. Part of his problem
was that he had only come 10 Medugorje on November 11,
1980, and did not really know the parishioners nor the seers
when the apparitions began.

In the first days, he deliberately avoided going 1o the site
of the apparitions and adopted a stand-offish amitude that
confused many. However, his refusal 10 become openly
associated with the seers did not mean that he was not
concerned with what was happening. Not only did he inter.
view the seers in the very early days of the event, but he
spent much tme In prayer, secking discernment. As was
seen, il was in response (o this fervent prayer that heaven in-
tervened 1o guide him,

In the middle of August, Father Jozo told Father Zrinko
Cuvalo, the associate pastor: “Be prepared to take over my
job.” The reason for this mysterious stalement was s00n
discovered

On August 17, the police came. They arrested Father

about the events of the first days.
Father Jozo was tried on October 21 and 22 and con-

it changed into a luminous lady who could only be seen in-
distinctly. This lasted hall-an-hour. It was later seen again a
number of times when il was less intense and of shorter
duration.

Strong pressure was brought to bear on the government
and Father Joro's sentence was shortened. He returned 1o
Medugorje on February 17, 1983. He had been in jail eigh-
teen months.

The Imporiant Role (O The Parish Siaff 49

Father Joro did not remain in the parish very long after
his return from prison. Spiritually he benefited by his painful
experience. “Fvery good priest,” he said, “should see the in-
side of a jail and suffer for the faith. | discovered in prison
what the Carholic faith is and the strrength and dignity of a
life being offered.”

Father Zrinko Cuvalo was associate pastor when Father
Jozo arrived In Medugorje. He had preceded him in the
parish by only a couple of months, When Father Jozo was
imprisoned, Father Zrinko 1ook charge of the parish but was
not immediately named pastor. Father Joro continued to be
considered pastor lor a while, but eventually Father Zrinko
was named to that position which he fulfilled until August
28, 1982 Inirally, he does not seem to have belleved in the
apparitions. At least his remarks in the early days were lar
from manifesting any such belief. The priests of Saint James
parish can certainly not be accused of having instigated the
apparitions. This is so true that lvanka said to Father Jozo
in the very early days of the apparitions: “The only ones who
do not believe us are the priests and the police™

Father Tomislav Pervan, a scripture scholar, took over as
pastor when Father Zrinko left the parish.

Father Tomislav Vlasic, who was present at the June 29
apparition, was transferred from Saint Francis of Assisi
parish in Capljina’ to Saint James of Medugorje on August
18, 1981. For three years he fulfilled a major role as spiritual
director of the seers and their unoMicial mouthpiece and by
his deep involverment in the evening services of the parish. He
was transferred to nearby Vitina in the latter part of 1984,

A third priest, Father Slavko Barbaric, has also been serv.
ing in the parish for some time.

The parish stall is rounded out by three Franciscan sisters.
When their convent was completely gutted, they were not
granted permission 1o restore it and they now lve crowded
into a small room aftached 1o the modest rectory. In arder 1o
accommodate visitors, the sisters have to give up thelr beds
and use sleeping bags given to them by pilgrims.

One of the sisters, Janja Boras, who arrived in the parish
in 1982 has become very close to the girfl members of the
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group of six seers.

There is a marvelous spirit that reigns between the priests
and sisters of the pastoral staff and between that staff and the
parishioners and visitors. The demands of visitors on the
busy parish stall are very great. This is particularly true dur-
ing the summer vacation months and on weekends when the
number of visitors goes up Into the thousands, For a con-
siderable time, the evening service in the church always end-
ed with individual praying for healing. But this became a
crushing burden, going on at times until midnight, and so
the individual praying for healing has been greathy reduced
and is no longer a nightly affalr.

There can be no doubt that much of the conversion and
spirttual renewal of the Medugorje parish and reglon s due
to the prudence and zeal of the parish priests and also 1o the
strong suppor given them by the sisters who work with them,
They have successfully thed in the messages of the appari-
thons with the traditional liturgical and sacramental life ol
the church.

The key factors in this marriage of the messages and the
liturgy and sacraments are the dally six o'clock Mass in-
stituted by Father Jozo Zovko, and the monthly triduum that
culminates in the least of reconciliation.

The triduum of reconcillation was an ingenious way of im-
plementing Our Lady's request for conversion and monthly
confession_ It will be considered in a subsequent chapter

Although much sacrifice is asked of the members ol the
parish stafl, the rewards have not been lacking, as witnessed
by this statement made by Father Tomislav Viasic.

It s vrry interesting o be living all of this, o lterally be liv-
ing by fakth. | would need a month just to write down all that
is happening personally inside me. Even my recitation of the
pralma (which constitute the major part of the daily breviary
proyers soid by the prirsta) has changed, psalms | never even
understood bedore. This personal change s something very
Important to me."
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Diversity In The Apparitions

All of the apparitions ol the first six days had taken place
at or in the vicinity of Mount Podbrdo, When on the seventh
day Our Lady appeared at Cerno, this marked the beginning
of a new phase In the Medugorje event, the appearance of
Our Lady at a number of new sites.

Although the apparitions continued on a daily basis, there
is no information available concerning the precise sites of
many of the appearances after the eighth day when Our
Lady visited the seers in the rectory. The principal reason for
this is the loss of the records which were confiscated when
the police raided the rectory.

It seems that the seven other apparitions that took place
in the room of the rectory where Our Lady came on July 1
occurred on the following seven days, from July 2 through Ju-
ly 8. Sometime prior 10 August 12, 1981, when the appari-
tons completely ceased taking place on Mount Podbrdo,
Owur Lady stopped appearing to the six seers for a period of five
days. At the next apparition, they asked her why she had
done this. She replied it had been to test them and see if they
would continue to come to pray even il she did not come.

In addition 1o the government's attempt 1o stop the ap-
paritions through the children, various measures had been
taken to try and stop the people from reaching the site of the
apparitions. The government viewed the ever growing
number of those coming to Medugorje with considerable ap-
prehension. It was feared that this might end in an uprising



Because of this, Our Lady began appearing at various
sites in the area of Bijakovici She appeared in the fields, in
the woods, in the homes of the seers and in most of the other
homes, especially in one of them that had a large room.
Sectecy was mantained when the apparitions were in the

usual time of the apparitions, she will appear 1o that person
wherever he or she s, as long as he or she s in prayer at
that time. Three times when Vicka went 1o Zagreb, Our
Lady came 1o her there while she was appearing to the other

wrery in Miedugorie
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At the end of August, 1981, when lvan went away to the
minor seminary in Dubrowvnic, Our Lady told him she would
not apprar to him until he got ac quamted with his new way
of lile 10 which he found it dificult 1o adapt And so hvan did
not see her for seven days. But she also said that altver the
adjustment period she would appear 10 him a1 two o'clock
because he could not be in prayer at the time of the appari-
tons in Saint James church. Truly an accommodating
mother!

Since Our Lady began appearing in the church, almost all
the apparitions have taken place in the late afternoon or ear-
Iy evening, from approumately 5:15 10 630, depending on
the season of the year.

Some apparitions have taken place at other times. How
many & not known Marinko hankovie spraks of one of
these that took place “about twenty days™ after the start of
the Medugorie event. This would place it at about the middle
of July, 1981, while the regular site of the apparitions was
still the mountain side We relate the svent as it was told 1o
Father Svetorar Kralpmvic by Marinko who was present at it

O evening, Our Lady told the seers 1o come to the place
of the apparitions on Mount Podbrdo at about eleven
o'dock. They invited Marinko and some thirty 10 forty other
“helirvers” from the wvillage When they had gathered there,
they began praying. At a certain moment, Marinko looked
up and saw what appeared to be the sky opening up some
nine 10 twele feet and & great, intemse light coming roward
him and the other people present. Everyone exclaimed
together: “Look® The light®™

The spot whete Our Lady had apprared was marked by a
hole and an old wooden croma The hole had resulted from
the people removing din. Marinko and the others were
standing in a circle around the hole. Then something
unusual happened thar Marinko said he could not explain,
nor could the others he talked to about it

It seemed to him that a globe of light came out of the
cross and burst in their midst into thousands of bright stars.
Some of the children became panicky and stared to
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Immediately Marija cried out: “Calm down, Our Lady is
with us.” Evervone knelt and for forty minutes prayed and
cried together Marinko describes the prayer as one that a
person “could rarely experience” and where we lell that
“desus and Our Lady were with us.”™

At the end of the forty minutes, everyone stood up with the
seers who said” “Owr Lady is looking at all of you and telling
you that those who would like to touch her may do s0.”
Everyone ran to the place where Our Lady was and the seers
began leading people 10 Owr Lady so they could touch her.
But, her veil was stepped upon and the seers cried out: “She
has left ~ Those who had touched her sasd that they felr like a
numbing of their hands.

In the meantime, people from the nearby nesghborhood
called Cilici saw the place where Our Lady was appearing
circled with light. They came there and arrived when the
people were touching Owur Lady. When she left, sverpone
departed.

There are some interesting features about this apparition.
First, there is the unusual hour a1 which it ocowrmed. Then,
there is the faci that the seers were 1old in advance of the ap-
parition by Our Lady. This has happened guire frequently at
Medugorje

However, the most significant facets of this appearance
have to do with the tender, motherly ke manilested by Owr
Lady when she invited the people 10 touch her_ and her sud-
den departure when someone Trod apon her veil

Concerning signs, there is the light coming out of the
opening in the shy and the globe of light that came out of the
cross and exploded into a myriad of bright stars. In addition
to these signs seen at the site of the apparition on Mount
Podbrdo, there is the light that was seen by the people from
Cillici.

Such light was something that the seers saw every time
Our Lady appeared. |t was seen by the two assistant social
workers on June 30 a1 Cerno. They saw the light in the
distance that was iluminating Mount Podbrdo and which
moved toward them and the seers. Light in the sky was seen
by others many times and in many difflerent ways at

The statement by the seers that Our Lady was looking at
“all” of the spectators and saving that those who would like
w could touch her, speaks powerfully of Many's motherly
love, the love of a rue mother who excludes none of her
children.

Another apparition that manifests Mary's mortherly bove
for her children of the earth s one that Marinko 10ld 10
Father Seetozar in the same conversation in which he
related the preceding apparition. It occurred in the Fall of
1981 when Marinko was making brandy fom the local
grape harvest, as many of the local people do. He pinpoints
it by saying that it took place “exactly two days belore
Father Joro's trial ™

Omne interesring fearure of this vision is that i1 ook place st
Vicka's house, in her room. Jakov and Vicka were to have an
apparition there and they imvited Marinko. He went with his
son, Davor, and ancther child, Matan Sego. When they ar-
rived, they found children there, singing religious hymns
front of the house

dakov and Vicka entered the house alone Suddenly Jakow
called out: “"Marinko, Our Lady is here ™ He ran up the steps 10
the little landing in front of the door and knelt there, without
going in_ His son and Matan knelt behind him. He raised his
hand and exclaimed: “Dear Blessed Virgin, prove now o
never lo the unbelievers that our Joro is not guilry .~ Then the
seers said: “Marinko, the Blessed Virgin is smiling at you. She
i coming to you = Apparenth, lollowing Our Lady as she went
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toward Marinko, the seers urmed 1o him and continued:
“There she is  She s kisaing you, embracing you and blessing
you.” Marinko was excited and “felt as though his heart was
going o0 burst and come out of him " The seers went on:
“Marinko, Our Lady is telling you: “Marinko, do not give up
your faith, Keep your faith” .~ His reply was: “1 am not alraid to
give mwy lile for Jesus, but let him show me the path | should
follow.™

Then, Jakov and Vicka returned 1o where Our Lady had
been at the start of the apparition. Once again the seers spoke
oul. Hepeating Our Lady’s words, they said: “Look at
those children who are glorifying me ~ She was alluding to the
children who were with Marinko in front of the house, singing
religious hymns. The seers continued: "Our Lady is asking
that all thase children be brought here that she might bless
them.”™ The children came 10 the door, as did Marinko's
mother and sister-in-law  Again, apparently following Our
Lady. Jakov and Vicka turned and said: “Our Lady is above
you. She is blessing all of you.” With this the apparition
erded

No comment needs to be made on the manifestation of
Mary's tender , motherly love that comes 1o us through this ap-
parition. It Is a case where actions speak louder than words.

We are indebted 1o Marinko for the account of another very
interesting apparition. It has several features that make it
worth relating. One of these is the fact that it took place in an
apen field [t is the only detailed account presently available of
such an apparition.

Marinko tells us that the field or lawn in guestion ks locarted
between Bijakovici and Cilici. People rom the neighborhood
of Bijakovici and Cilici began meeting there 1o sing and pray.
As this became known, other pecple joined them. On the
evening of the feast of Our Lady of the Angels, people were
gathered at this field. At about ten o'clock, after the Mass and
prayers over the sick at the church, the seers joined the people
who were at this field  As they were all praying the seven Our
Fathers, Hail Marys and Glory Be's and the Creed, Our Lady
appeared.

Al one point, the seers said: “Our Lady allows those who so
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desire 1o come and touch her " As the people responded to the
imvitarkon and came forward one by one, the seers indicated 1o
them, “You are touching her veil._her head. .. her dress.” This
weni on for about ten to fifteen minutes. When Our Lady
departed. Marija cried out: "Oh, Marinko! Our Lady left us
completely blackened ~ When Marinko asked Marija why
that happened, she told him: “There were sinners here who
were touching her and as they did her dress got dark and
black .~ Then, Marija ashed all those present to go 1o conles-
sion as soon as possible

After the apparition was over, Marinko stayed on for a
while, 1alking with Marija He learned about another appari-
tion that had taken place shortly before the preceding one and
that almost seems as a preparation lor it

Marija told Marinko that after the church service that even-
ing. she had gone home 10 change before coming to the field.
While alone in her room, Our Lady appeared to her and said-
“The devil is trying 10 infiltrate himsell here in order 1o get
something. My Son wants ro win over all the souls, but the
devil is exerting himsell 1o get something. He is making every
eflort and wants at any price to infillrate among you ™ Marija
added that Our Lady 1old her something else which Marinko
reports in this fashion: =1 don't know if Marija understood Our
Lady correctly or not. Supposedly, she said that she does not
know how it will tum out, if the devil will succeed or not, or
how much he will succeed.™ (Father Svetozar adds the
editorial comment that this has to do with “the events a1
Medugorje™. )

The episode of touc hing Our Lady that occurred in the field
containg some powerful teaching. First, the invitation by Our
Lady to all who so desired to touch her speaks eloquently of
her love for her children on earth. That love was represented
as extending 10 all her children without exception and as desir -
ing 1o establish a close and intimate relationship with them.
This last aspect of the teaching is so important and so needed.
We tend to be excessively formal and distant in our relation-
ship with our heavenhy mother We must learn 1o be more sim-
ple and childlike in our dealings with her_

This same episode ended with another powerful teaching,
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one on the evil of sin. There were several related parts to this
teaching. These were the blackening of Our Lady's dress and
her departure because of being touched by sinners, and Mari-
ja's request that everyone go to confession as soon as possl-
ble. In Marinko's account of this event, he does not say
whether this request was made by Our Lady and simply
tranamitted to the people by Manja, or whether Marija made
it on her own. It does not seem likely that Marija would make a
request of this kind on her own_ In any event, it Sows logically
from the blackening of Our Lady's dress and her

because of having been touched by sinners. Also, it ties in
perirctly with the verbal message ghven a number of times by
Our Lady at Medugorje, namely, repentance and reconcilia-
non with God through confession_ It was a concrete way of ex-
pressing this message, one that could be readily understood
by everyone.

The message concerning the devil received by Marija in her
room would seem 10 be advance warning to prepare her for
the trials and tmbulations that aluways accompany such svents
as were being experienced at Medugorje. For the evil one
always attacks and tries 1o destroy anything that has great
potential for good. And the greater the potential for good it
has. the more powerfully he opposes it Harely does he begin
by an open. frontal artack. He is the great deceiver and usually
starts by working under cover by infiltration, often using good
and well intentioned people

The Chuarch’s traditional teaching on the devil and hell has
been challenged and even repudiated by some Catholics. It is
interesting to note that Our Lady began to speak of these
things early at Medugorje. She will mention the devil a
number of times in her messages and will even give the seers a
vision of hell.

The latest hour at which an apparition occurred - according
to available information - is two in the moming. This took
place on August 7, 198]1. Our Lady called the seers to Mount
Podbrdo and asked them 1o pray there that people would do
penance bor sinners. And she promised them that she would
give a special sign so that the world would believe. She gave
additional infurmation about the sign in September of that
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same year First, apparently on September 4, she said that
the sign would be given at the end of the apparitions. Then, at
the end of September, she told all the seers with the exception
of Marija, the precise time of the sign and she held them o
secrecy about this.

The very hour, two in the morning, contained a message
about penance. It was a concrete way of teaching the seers
what she meant by penance for sinners. Owr Lady would not
be afraid to ask these young prople 1o be generous in their
practice of pemance. And generows they will be. Their
generosity has been an example not only for the prople of the
area but also for the parish stall of priests and sisters as they
themsehoes have admitted

There has been considerable diversity in the duration of the
apparitions. This is particularly true of the carly apparitions
before they began occurring in the church. Father Rupcic
asked the seers about the duration of the apparitions. The
following times were ghven by one or more of the seers: 5, 6,
10, 15, 20, 30 minutes.* Most of the apparitions that have
taken place in the church have lasted but a very short while,
from three to fve minutes. There are definitely some appari-
tons that have lasted longer than this In the middie of July,
1983, one apparition lasted 30 minutes and the next day
another lasted 42 or 43 minutes. This was reported by
Americans who were there at the time. The five davs | was
there in the middle of October of that same year, the appari-
thons all lasted only some three or four minutes. In the sum-
mer of 1984, many, if not most, of the apparitions, were
lasting one minute and Fven less.

One of the most notable changes in the apparitions began
in the summer of 1984 This will be taken up in a later chapter

Diversity in the apparitions also manifested itsell a
Medugorie in that Our Lady was not the only one who ap-
peared to the seers. They saw the Sorrowful Christ. He was
crowned with thorns and covered with blood. Chur Lady said:
“This is my Son_ See how he suffered for mankind ™

This vision is very important in view of the stress on penance
and reparation in the Medugorje message It complements
the vision ol hell and purgatory that some of the seers had and
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serves the same purpose of inspiring them o detest sin and 1o
b genwrous in making atonement for it

In regard 1o Jesus, Our Lady appears with the Infant Jesus
in her arms on certain feast days such as Chrisimas. He does
not talk 1o them on these occasions.

In his interrogation of the seers, Father Rupcic asked them
what else they had seen in addition 1o Jesus and Mary. Here
are the answers he recetved.

Marija - We saw heaven, hell and purgatory. Owr Lady
showed un that also. She showed Bt once st Vicka's house and
once at my house and a third fme, but | dom’t remember
whete. | saw peopls in heaven who were so happy . The beauty
of heaven & indescribable. It B positively visible that God's
lowe is present there. Hell is a place of pain and suflering. It is
haorrible.

dakiw - | saw angels in Vicka's house

Vicka - When Father Joro was in prison. Owr Lady showed
him 1o us once. It was ke in & il We saw hoaven and hell.
There is a large space. Here and there are many people. When
you enter, on the left, there is a man. | didn’t ask who he is or
whai he does. He opens the door.. There are groups of
There is a great fire that has no embers but only flames. There
are people, who go along, one by one, crying. This one has
homa, that one tails and another has lour feet. God help us!

tvanka-{ The | 987 Croatan rditon of Father Rupeic's book
has a blank here. However, in the French version of his book,
Teanka i guoted as hoving given the onswer that follows § 1
also saw two angels, my mother, hell and heaven.*

Mirjana - Yes, | vaw the devil. | was waining lor Our Lady and
just @s | was about 1o make the sign of the cross, he appeared
instwad of her | wan frightened. He promised me the nicest
thilmgs. | said: “Nal™ Then all at once. he disappeared and Our
Lady came She mid me that he always tries to turn the true
beliver froen the right path

D Lady showed me heaven . It s & wonderiul place, where
there s happiness and contentment. Happiness. Happiness
and contentmwent can be sevn on all faces. The trees are com-
pletely diflerent than they are here. The sun i also much
stronger

lvan - Jesus. "
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It is interesting 1o note how heaven, hell and those in hell
were represented 1o the seers in ways that comesponded to the
traditional images of them with which Carholics are familiar.

One ol the seers mentioned purgatory in her reply to Father
Rupcic. But she replied in the plural- “We saw heaven, hell
and purgatory.” The fact is that all six of them have seen
heaven, five have seen purgatory and four have seen hell. The
rwo who have not been shown hell indicated that, when they
were offered the opportunity to see it, they declined because
they were too learful of such an experience.

A most unusual incident occurted concerning these visions.
One day, Vicka and Jakov, who are close friends, disappeared
from the face of the earth. They were gone for twenty minutes
This happened at Jakov's house His mother had seen him in
the house just prior to his disappearing. Distraught, she called
him, thinking he had left the house to go into the village. As
this brought no response, she went in and out of the house,
feartul that something had happened 1o him. But, there was
no sign of either of the two anywhere. When they finally
returned, they said they had seen heaven and hell and had
passed through purgatory. They affirmed that when Our Lady
took them through purgatory she stated: “These people are
wailting for your prayers and sacrifices.” It is not difficult 10
imagine how quickly news of this event must have spread
throughout the region and beyond.

A unique feature of the Medugorje apparitions is the way
the seers have been asked to prepare for certain special feasts,
such as the Immaculate Conception, with days of prayer and

The diversity in the apparitions in Medugorje manifests
ituelf in srill another way that is unique and has 1o do with Our
Lady's outward appearance. Usually, she comes wearing a
bright. lucid grey dress that the seers find hard to describe.
She has a brilllant white vell and on her head Is a glowing
crown of stars. Generally, she appears smiling and holds her
hands out from her side and lifted upward.

However, on important feast days of the Church, Our Lady
smiles more joybully and het dress appears different, “golden,”
“brilliant™. This has happened on the Feast of the Assump-
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tion, which absolutely stands out in the minds of the seers. the
Nativity or Birthday of Our Lady, the Immaculate Concep-
ton, Christmas, Easter,* and a few others, such as June 25,
the anniversary of the day on which Mary first spoke with the
seers and the day she told them she wants the Church to
designate as the Feast of Our Lady, Queen of Peace,

Owur Lady told the seers that she would impart ten secrets 1o
all of them. They have been received on an individual basis.
The first 1o receive ten is Mirjana. She received the tenth
secret on December 25, 1982. On that day, Our Lady 1old
Mirjana that she would not appear 1o her any more on a
regular basis. but only on her birthday (March 18) and when
she was experiencing some special difficulty in her life. She
told her she would have 1o live by falth henceforth, as other
people do.

The other seers have all received nine secrets, except Vicka
who has received only eight.

The varly months of the apparitions were characterized by
considerable diversiry. This diversity manifested itsell not only
in the apparitions themsehees, but also in the signs that were
immediately associated with them, as has been seen. In addi-
ton to those signs, there were others linked less closely in
time with the apparitions. These will be examined in our next
chapter,

In regard to the diversity in the apparitions. it should be
noted that this is a reassuring factor in terms of the authentici-
ty of these happenings. It is indeed highly improbable that six
voung people varying in age from ten to seventeen would have
invented and agreed upon the strange and complicated
scenario that has unfolded itsell since June 24, 1981, This is
particularly true of the first elght days. It s much more likely
that they would have come up with a simple plan in keeping
with what occurred at Lourdes, LaSalerte or Fatima.
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From The Fields And Homes Into The Church

It was on June 30, 1981, that the seers asked Our Lady
she would mind appearing in the church and received the
answer that she wouldn't mind. But, it was only very early in
1982 rthat the apparitions moved rom the fields, the woods
and the homes into the church and made that their perma-
nent locale. This was a tremendously important move, the
full consequences of which it is impossible to weigh. Much of
what has happened at Medugorje must be attributed to this.
It brought about a fusion of the apparitions and their
message and the sacramental life of the Church. The result
has been a marvel - a special ransformation of a people and
ol an area never before witnessed in the annals of Marian
apparitions, even atl such places as Lourdes and Fatima.
Same of this staried as soon as Father Jozo introduced the
svening rosary and Mass on the first of July. But, it was inten-
sified when the apparitions began taking place regularly in the
church.

When the apparitions moved into the church a program
was worked out which integrated the apparitions with the
evening service that had been going on since July 1, 1981, It
was possible to do this since the apparitions took place at
approximately the same time each evening. The program in-
cludes the Sacrament of Reconciliation, the rosary, the ap-
paritions, the Fucharist, and a healing service or some other
religious activity. In the summer the program starts an hour
later than it does in the winter. The program has included
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those elements in the above order for some time now.
However, what takes place after the Eucharist has
undergone some changes.

Here is what can be called a typical evening in the church.
The rosary starts the program. let us say, at five-thirty. Peo-
ple start arriving at the church considerably in advance of
that time. On some days, the church will be filled by five
oclock. As the crowd assembles, priests come Into the
church and begin hearing conlessions in various parts of the
edifice. lf there is an overflow crowd outside, priests will hear
confessions there. The Franciscans have a number of
parishes in the reglon and a large monastery in the nearby
village of Humac . Priests rom these parishes and particularly
from the Humac monastery help with these confessions.
There are always several priests hearing confessions. Their
number will vary according to the crowd that is anticipated.
On Sundays, there is a first morning Mass for children. Then
there is a late moming Mass at eleven and an early evening
one at six-fifteen. On an average Sunday, some twenty priests
will hear confessions from about four - thirty 1o approximately
eight or eight-thirty. Occasionally on a Sunday or major least
day, there will be as many as thirty or more priests available
for confessions.

On November 27 and 28, 1982, Bobbie Cavnar of Dallas,
Tenas, a leader in the Catholic charismatic renewal, visited
Medugorje and in the December report he wrote alter his
return o the United States, he imparts interesting informa-
tion abowt the large crowds of people he saw walking long
distances 1o the church and about the impressive sight ol
people going to confession in the open air,

When he and his group ammived by automobile ot
Medugorje on Saturday, November 27, the evening Mass
was over [t was dark and they were still over two miles from
the church. “The road.” he says. “was absolutely jammed
rwenty miles once or twice a werk to attend the rosary and
Mass.”

Sunday, they were in the village for both the late morning
and the evening Mass. “Parishioners,” he states, began 1o
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arrive for the 11 am. Mass about 10 a.m. By 10:30, the
church was almost full with 25 or 30 people standing. . ..
Many priests from the surrounding area arrived during the
afternoon and were hearing confessions everywhere.
seemed like there were priests under every tree with a line of
people waiting to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. |
have never seen anything like that before anypwhere in the
waorld.~

When the rosary starts at five-thirty, the church is fre-
guently Alled 1o overflowing. Often, every sguare inch of the
large edifice is occupied, with the aisles completely blocked,
the choir loft filled and even the sanctuary invaded. That is
the way it was on an ordinary weekday in March, 1983, when
a priest friend of mine visited Medugorje. And that is the way
it was on Saturday, October 15, 1983, when | was there.
There were bus loads of people from Austria and Italy on that
day.

For a long time, those seers who were in the village led the
five-thirty recitation of the rosary which includes the Fatima
invocation between the decades. They knelt on the floor in
the sanctuan, behind the altar and facing the people, as the
priest does when celebrating the Fucharist.

If & priest was available, he would announce the mysteries
and give a meditation on them. Also, when the rosary was
over and the seers depaned for the room of the apparitions,
he would lead the people in the recitation ol the litany of the
walnits

The seers were no longer leading the rosary in October of
1983,

It is aher the rosary that Our Lady appears. Those of the
seers who are in Medugorje on a given day enter a small
room in the front of the church 1o the right of the main altar.
This room, which had been used as a storage area, is divectly
opposite the sacristy on the other side of the sanctuary. The
room s open in the moming and early afternoon for those
who want 1o pray there. i many people are expected. the
door may be locked n the course of the alernoon 10 avoid
overcrowding since the room s small, about fifteen by feen
feet. The appoiniments are very simple. Along the wall im-
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mediately 10 the leht of the doorway . is a plain wooden table . It
is covered by an altar cloth for the celebration of the
Eucharist | was privileged 1o concelebrate Mass there with
rwo other American priests_ lts principal purpose s to hold the
various ohjects that people place there before the apparition
begins. Un one of the five days | was in the room, the table was
completely covered with objects before the apparition
started. People place on it rosaries and other religious
articbes. botthes filled with water requenth, taken from the well
near the rectory, and slips of paper asking lor favors and
blessings.

In the corner, 1o the keft of this Lable or improvised ahar, s a
large statue of Our Lady of Lourdes. It s & hold-over from the
previous church. On the wall opposite the door is a large win-
dow. Benches, stools and chairs line the open spaces along
the various walls of the room. Along the wall with the door is
an electnic organ and a piece of lurniture with drawers. Since
October, 1983, the table and the crucifin above it have been
shified 10 the wall directly opposite the one where they were
before.

Here is what ook place in the church and the room of the
apparitions on the fve nights | was there. On Thursday, Oc-
tober 13, Vicka and Jahov came into the room in advance of
the rosary but later beht it. The rosary in the church, led by a
priest, began a1t about five o'clock. At 5:25, lvanka, Jakov
and Vicka entered the room of the apparitions. They lined up
before the table. Then, in audible voices they made the sign
of the cross and started the Our Father. Aher the Brst few
words, several things happened in guick succession: their
voices became imaudible. they wen! down 1o their knees
together and their heads tiled backward, as they raised
their eyes 10 the area ol the cross which hangs on the wall
srveral beet above the table Owr Lady had come. The voces
of the priest and the people reciting the litany in the church
could be heard.

The apparition lasted from three 1o four minutes. When it
was over, the three seers weni oul into the sanctuary and
knelt behind the altar, facing the people. They led the people
in the recitation of the seven Owr Fathers, Haill Marys and
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Glory Be's and the Creed. Jakov heid a microphone during

This was lollowed by the Mass with a fifeen to rwenty
minute homily. Then, the Bleswsed Sacrament was exposed
for an hour. Worship was led by Father Tomislay Viasic and
was attended by all those who had been present at the Mass.
With his gare always fived on the Blessed Sacrament,
Father Tomislaw prayed out loud for several minutes. Then,
there was a ttme of silence followed by some singing by the
people. This went on for about an hour. The last part of the
hour was devoted 1o praying for healing The entire evening
session from the start of the rosary to the end of the hour of
adoration lasted about three hours The message Our Lady
imparted to the seers that evening was tape recorded in the
TR

Friday was & repetition of Thursday with the same three
seers at the apparition and Father Tomuslin Viask leading
the people in an hour of prayer in honor of the passion of
Our Lord. He spoke for several minutes. There was a pause
for silent prayer followed by singing on the par of the con-
gregation. The service continued on m this way lor the whole
hour These Friday devorions after the Mass were introduced
as part of the celebration of the Holy Year of the Redemp-
o

Saturday differed somewhat from the reo previous days.
Five seers participated in the apparition. Mirjana, the girl
from Sarajevo was nol preseni. Ao, the recuanon of the
seven Our Fathers. Hail Marys and Glory Be's 100k place in
the church after the Mass and not just before the Mass as on
the two prrvicus svenings. However, it was led by the seers
and was followed by prayer for healing. A priest and the fne
seers prayed individually for healing which did not Last very
long and ended the evening senvice.

Sunday rvening was basicall, the same as Sarurday The
only difference was the way in which the healing service was
conducted Standing behind the altar and facing the people.
Father Tomislav Viasic prayed over the congregation in
Croatian and Father Tomislav Pervan, the pastor, prayed in
German_ Father Pervan imated those visiting priests who
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were in the sanctuary with him 10 join him as he extended his
hands and praved silenthy There was no praying over people
individually . The general prayer by the parish priests was of
relatively short duration and marked the end of the evening
service. The church was full with people standing but not as
packed as on Satwday. Apparently, visitors from distamt
places had beft for home.

On Monday. things were back to a seemingly weekday
routine, similar to that of Thursday and Friday except that the
service ended with the Eucharist. There were no special devo-
rions after the Mass However, there was a meening of some
thirty young people (late teens and early rwenties) that took
place in the church proper quite some time after the conchs-
sion of the Mass. The church has no halls or meeting rooms.

Concerning the time of the apparitions there were minor
difierences in when they staned on the five evenings when |
was present in the room of the apparitions. There were some
fiftren 1o twenty minutes beraeen the eariies: tme Our Lady
came and the latest. However, the duration of her visits was
quite similar on all five evenings. that is. from thres 10 four
e

In regard to the time of Our Lady's arrival, the differences
on the various nights seem to have been determined by
the time of the seers’ entrance into the room of the ap-
paritions. They did not come into the room at exactly the
same time each night. However each evening. once they
had all enteved the room, had lined up before the table and
had started to pray, Our Lady came almost immediately

As the seers fall 10 their knees, their gaze is immediately
directed upward toward the area of the crucifin on the wall
directly behind the table Little Jakov, who usually is in the
center of the group experiencing the apparition, has his
head tilted backward quite sharply but his eyes stare a1 the
same place on the wall of the low ceiling room as the other
seers. All their laces are intent and serene Vicha's face is the
most expressive and reflects the greatest joy. On four of the
five days | was in the room of the apparitions, | was very
close to the weers and positioned in front of them so that |
could watch their faces. Vicka was engaged in conversation
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Our Lady.

For some time the seers could transmit questions 10 Our
Lady that they had received from people. She would often
answer them . but not always Occassonally aher a number
of questions had been ashed. she would say: “That s enough
questions ~

The seers’ gaze remains fised on the same spot during the
entire apparition. There s an interesting phenomenon con-
nected with the blinking of their eyes. Their eyes do not react
to light in a normal way . Although they bink their eyes dur-
g an apparition, when flash bulbs go off in their laces and
close 1o them, their eves never Bicker, not do they manilest
any other visible reaction.

The seers have been submitted 10 some tests during the
apparitions. On Christmas day, 1983, one of the Franciscan
priests put some pressure on Vicka's arm. She manifested
no awareness of this and continued talking with Ohur Lady
and smiling as though nothing had happened. Then, he
lifted little Jakos He appeared heavy, But there was no e
dent reaction on his part and he continwed in his contempla-
tion of Our Lady When the apparition had ended, the priest
questioned the tao seers. who indicated that they had not
feht amvthing while the tests were gong on

On another occasion, lvan was ghen an encephalogram
during an apparition. It indicated normal brain actviny with
no sign of any dreaming or hallucination.

Finally, a member of the Bishop's Commission of In-
wvestigation stuck a needle in Vicka's back, her shoulder and
her arm. Though this drew blood which showed on her
dress. she did not manifest any sign of feeiing amything.















































































































































































































































































































