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“The [Fatima] mes: mn’a;z.?mso?--'a-
whose basicconte... . . .
the Gospel itsell.” —Pope John Paul Il

The apparitions of the Blessed Virgin to three young children
in Fatima, Portugal, earlier this century have spawned world-
wide interest and devotion, making Fatima one of the leading
pilgrimage sites anywhere. In this book, Father Pelletier—a
leading Mariologist—writes simply yet movingly of the story
of these apparitions and the dramatic phenomenon of the
“spinning sun” witnessed by tens of thousands. This Image
edition has been revised and expanded by the author to
include material on the attitude of and investigations by
Rome, the subsequent death of two of the young visionaries,
Lucia‘’s entry into the convent, Vatican authentication of the
Fatima apparitions, prophecies concerning the conversion of
Russia and world peace, and Pope John Paul II's historic visit
to Fatima on May 13, 1982, in thanksgiving for the Lady’s
protection during the attempted papal assassination exactly
one year earlier. In addition, the book contains fifteen photo-
graphs depicting the persons and events relevant to this
inspiring and supernatural occurrence. “True apparitions,”
Pelletier writes, amalwaystheoccadonsotaumm

to bring people back to God or closer to Him.”

The message of Fatima, then, is indeed a message for
us: prayer and devotion to achieve personal salvation.
story of Fatima is one of enduring faith inspired by a
ulous moment, a recalling of the Gospel truth for all
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:gl?l.qdw7 ing the crowd looking at the dance of the sun on October
, 1917,
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The famed (first) Thedim statue
taken from the capelinha and
placed on a column at the spot
where the tree of apparitions for-
merly stood

Niche in boulders on Mount Cabego where an angel appeared for the
first and third times in 1916 and gave the three children Communion.
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The well behind Liicia’s house where the second apparition of the angel
took place. A secluded spot, it became their favorite place for saying
prayers taught by the angel.

Vision experienced by Sister Liicia at the Dorothean convent chapel at
Tuy in 1929. It represents in picture form the entire Fitima message.
On that same occasion, Our Lady gave the Sister the “collegial” for-

Town Hall in Ourém where chil- Os Valinhos, where Our Lady  mula for the consecration of Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
dren were placed in prison and the appeared on August 19, 1917,
“boiling 0il” incident occurred dur- because of the kidnapping of chil-

ing the August 13- 15 kidnapping. dren on August 13,



His Excellency, the Most Reverend
José Alves Correia da Silva (left),
first Bishop of Leiria who approved
the apparitions and began building
the shrine. Photo taken on May 13,
1949, eight vears before his death

On May 12, 1982, Pope John Paul Il prays at the capelinha before the

statue marking the spot of the apparitions. (Photo courtesy of Blue
Army)
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May 13, 1982. At the end of the Mass, the Pope, in spiritual union with
His Holiness, Pope Paul VI, with Bishop Jodo P. Venancio, successor the bishops of the world, consecrated the world and Russia to the
:f’ &‘M:AD‘ ls;h’l‘ q;;‘d Sister Liicia at the Fiftieth Anniversary celebra- Immaculate Heart of Mary. (Photo courtesy of Blue Army)

ion on May 13, )



Pope John Paul Il converses with Sister Liicia at Fitima on the occasion
of his recent visit. The Sister has said that the Pope's consecration of the
world and Russia on May 13 was “the first and most important phase of
the collegial consecration of Russia” requested by Our Lady in 1929.
(Photo courtesy of Blue Army)

The Last Visit over the Carrasqueira Tree 121

Then, with a look of great sadness that deeply moves the chil
dren, she adds:

“People must not offend Our Lord anymore, for He is already
greatly offended.”

These grave words, which impress the seers far more than any-
thing else the vision has said,® are her parting request and mark
the end of her visit over the carrasqueira tree.























































































































































































