
 



II. THE EVIDENCE FOR A HISTORICAL JESUS 

 

   A. AMONG "PAGAN" SOURCES... 

      1. THALLUS (a Samaritan historian, ca. 52 A.D.) 

         a. Wrote attempting to give a natural explanation for the 

            darkness which occurred at the crucifixion of Jesus 

         b. Note carefully: 

            1) He did not deny the existence of Jesus 

            2) But only tried to explain away the strange circumstances 

               surrounding His death 

      2. LETTER OF MARA-SERAPION (written to his son, ca. 73 A.D.) 

         a. He tells of the deaths of Socrates, Pythagoras, and of Jesus 

         b. "What advantage did the Jews gain from executing their wise 

            king?...Nor did the wise king die for good; he lived on in 

            the teaching which he had given." 

      3. CORNELIUS TACITUS (Roman historian, ca. 112 A.D.) 

         a. Writes of Jesus in his ANNALS 

         b. "Christus, the founder of the name, was put to death by 

            Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in the reign of 



            Tiberias." 

      4. PLINY THE YOUNGER 

         a. Governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor, ca. 112 A.D. 

         b. Wrote to the emperor Trajan about Christians and their 

            devotion to Christ 

      5. SEUTONIUS (Court official and annalist under Hadrian, 120 A.D.) 

         a. "As the Jews were making constant disturbance at the 

            instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome." 

         b. Luke makes reference to this same expulsion in Ac 18:1-2 

 

   B. AMONG "JEWISH" SOURCES... 

      1. THE TALMUD 

         a. Consists of two separate books dealing with Jewish law, 

            written during the period from 100 A.D. to 500 A.D. 

         b. Speaks frequently of Jesus of Nazareth... 

            1) In unfriendly terms, of course 

            2) But never disputing his status as a historical figure 

      2. FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 

         a. A Jewish general turned Roman historian, born 37 A.D. 



         b. Makes several references to Jesus in his History Of The Jews 

         c. E.g., "...and brought before it the brother of Jesus, the 

            so-called Christ, whose name was James." 

1. It provides a solid basis upon which one can intelligently 

         believe in Jesus as a person who actually existed in history 

      2. It exposes the shallow thinking of any who would try to mark 

         off Jesus as a myth 

      3. It requires everyone to give some sort of answer to the 

         question posed by Jesus Himself:  "But who do you say that I 

         am?" - Mt 16:15 



Is the New Testament Reliable? 

Number of manuscripts 

Proximity  to events  

Variants ( not necessarily errors) 

 

Is the New Testament Reliable? 

Extra biblical confirmation 

Archaeology 

Support of non canonical manuscripts 

(Dead See Scrolls, other) 





 



































They did not discard copies, were available for use for long time as papyrus may last 100 yrs 







B was copied from an earlier  

manuscript than P75 







Even if the variant error is  repeated such as spelling or use of  different article it is counted 



The late 9% are resolved by comparison to earlier manuscripts 











External Witnesses 



Some scholars have offered that though the Gospels were not intended as history books that the history contained 

in them is so detailed and accurate that not only did they help direct research in this area but reliably confirm the 

details of the Gospels, related to geography, dates, rulers and other details which lends support to the veracity and 

reliability of the Gospels. 
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Joseph was a Jew. Concerns over initial corruption of 

document later resolved with finding of another docu-

ment. Later documented accepted considered reliable 

described Jesus. 
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There turned out to be 2 Lysanias government officials 















Initially doubted Pilate 

But stone found in 1961 confirmed hisotori-

cal Pilate 





 














